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INTRODUCTION 

The course Modern Problems of Social Science is an obligatory discipline. It is taught at the first year first semester of MA program 054 Sociology. 

The subject of the course is flexible and oriented to student’s choice either on theoretical and methodological issues and challenges of current social science (i.e. multiplicity of sociologies and methodological plurality, debate of qualitative and quantitative approaches toward sociological focus and method in current society research, etc.); or on thematic and applied actual problems of modern societies and how they are studied in international and national sociological research (i.e. problems of social structure dynamics, inequalities, quality of life, ethnic social processes, social risks and security, terrorism, etc.)
Interdisciplinary connections: the course is based on the basic knowledge in sociology gained in courses "Research Paradigms in Social Sciences", "Methodology of Social Inequalities Studies ", and "Advanced Methods of Sociological Data Analysis ". It logically continues student's orientation in the topical issues for current social sciences and societies, focusing them on their MA research. 

The program consists of two modules
1.Theoretical and Methodological Challenges to Current Sociology
2. Applied Actual Problems of Society

1. The course goals and objectives:
1.1. First, from the teaching strategy and philosophy it is designed as a skills-based teaching & learning course. The form of Colloquium is seen as an adequate to MA-level studentship with the less time for lecturing and most time for the students in-class and out-of-class activities. The course will be taught in English for enhancement of professional language ability of MA students, enrichment their professional academic dictionary in sociological terminology, development of academic skills of abstracts writing, presentations skills training.

1.2. Second, the content of the course is being designed as flexible to students’ research interests, from the one hand, and as open to discuss the most resent topical issues in sociological empiric research, from the other hand. The course is focused on analysis of the most recent publications in English-language sociological peer-reviewed journals in order to include MA students into the most contentious enquiry within current academic debates based on the recent research results.
1.3. Requirements to student’s knowledge and skills:

 Student has to know: English at the intermediate level and above; sociological approach to social phenomena analysis, terminology, conceptual base and grounds of current sociological theory, problems of current societies debated in social science and prospects of topical problems research in sociology.

Student has to have the following skills: to work with resources in English, to use methodologies and conceptual grounds of sociological analysis; to prepare to argue, 

to present and to debate own position of the chosen actual problem based on several resources (recent articles published in peer-reviewed journals in English); to conduct a discussion, to provide critiques with adequate arguments, to give and answer questions.

Course size is 108 academic hours, 4 ECTS credits, among which 20 hours of lectures, 10 hours of seminars, 10 hours of workshops, 78 hours of individual work of students.
2. The final control is pass-exam

3. Evaluated forms of students’ work: 


Tasks and in-class discussions participation – in classes will be proposed several forms of individual and group work on different tasks (up to 3 points for the task, up to 6 tasks per module) based on the readings analysis. 

· Control paper  – writing of 300-words outline of the article in English (within the theme of MA thesis research interests) (up to 10 points).

· Presentation on the theme within the frame of MA Thesis (Diploma paper) based on the analysis of up to five articles in English (published in peer-reviewed journals) (up to 20 points). 

· Review of the colleague’s presentation (up to 5 points). 

The course goals and objectives:
First, from the teaching strategy and philosophy it is designed as a skills-based teaching & learning course. The form of Colloquium is seen as an adequate to MA-level studentship with the less time for lecturing and most time for the students in-class and out-of-class activities. The course will be taught in English for enhancement of professional language ability of MA students, enrichment their professional academic dictionary in sociological terminology, development of academic skills of abstracts writing, presentations skills training.

Second, the content of the course is being designed as flexible to students’ research interests, from the one hand, and as open to discuss the most resent topical issues in sociological empiric research, from the other hand. The course is focused on analysis of the most recent publications in English-language sociological peer-reviewed journals in order to include MA students into the most contentious enquiry within current academic debates based on the recent research results.

After successful completing this course a student will get the following knowledge:

· newest sociological discussions about topical issues of modern societies within sociological inquiry;

· terminology of current sociology in English

· rules of publishing in peer-reviewed journals in Europe and USA, how to write an abstract, review in international standards;

· master the skills of group discussions and group work on tasks and problems debate
The subject of the course is flexible and oriented to student’s choice either on theoretical and methodological issues and challenges of current social science (i.e. multiplicity of sociologies and methodological plurality, debate of qualitative and quantitative approaches toward sociological focus and method in current society research, etc.); or on thematic and applied actual problems of modern societies and how they are studied in international and national sociological research (i.e. problems of social structure dynamics, inequalities, quality of life, ethnic social processes, social risks and security, terrorism, etc.)
Requirements to student’s knowledge and skills:

 Student has to know: English at the intermediate level and above; sociological approach to social phenomena analysis, terminology, conceptual base and grounds of current sociological theory, problems of current societies debated in social science and prospects of topical problems research in sociology.

Student has to have the following skills: to work with resources in English, to use methodologies and conceptual grounds of sociological analysis; to prepare to argue, 
to present and to debate own position of the chosen actual problem based on several resources (recent articles published in peer-reviewed journals in English); to conduct a discussion, to provide critiques with adequate arguments, to give and answer questions.
Place of the course in structural logics of the scheme for professional education within the frame of the qualification program “Master of Sociology”: the course “Modern Problems of  Social Science” is developed in continuity with the general basic sociological courses taught at the Faculty, also it gives a possibility for individual specialization of students; as well as the course is related to the basic knowledge that students received in studying normative courses in sociology.
Normative course “Modern Problems of Social Science” is included in the cycle of professional education within the frame of the qualification program “Master of Sociology”, it is a background for individual specialization and the further work on MA Thesis.
Evaluated forms of students’ work: 


Tasks and in-class discussions participation – in classes will be proposed several forms of individual and group work on different tasks (up to 3 points for the task, up to 6 tasks per module) based on the readings analysis. 

· Control paper  – writing of 300-words outline of the article in English (within the theme of MA thesis research interests) (up to 10 points).

· Presentation on the theme within the frame of MA Thesis (Diploma paper) based on the analysis of up to five articles in English (published in peer-reviewed journals) (up to 20 points). 

· Review of the colleague’s presentation (up to 5 points). 

Course Program

1. Theoretical and Methodological Problems of Current Sociology
Topic 1. Multiple Sociology and Methodological Plurality. Terminology (12 h)
Discussion “Sociology or Sociologies”? Core issues of methodological plurality in the research of actual problems of current society; Terminology of sociological theory: concepts’ usage within the frames of different sociological paradigm; Dilemma of “methodological nationalism” and “methodological plurality”. Arguments “for” and “against” for sociological analysis of the society \ societies; What meanings has concept of “Multiple Sociology”? Arguments from P. Sztompka “One Sociology or Many?” in ISA Handbook on Diverse Sociological Theory and your comments. What does it mean for Ukrainian sociology?

Topic 2. Debate of the Qualitative and Quantitative Sociology toward sociological method and focus of current society research (16 h)
Core enquiry of quantitative methodology in comparative research of the actual problems of current societies; Core issues of qualitative methodology in explanation of researched problems and phenomena;Discussion about possibilities and limits of qualitative and quantitative methodologies in scientific explanations of current social processes; From meta-paradigms that explains totalities of macro processes of social dynamics to grounding-theory that focused on conceptualization of daily life at micro-level of social life

2. Applied Actual Problems of Society

Topic 3. Dynamics of Inequality: from local to global challenges (12 h)
Core theories of the social structure research: the dilemma of continuity and change of current societies; from local to global inequalities; Inequalities as a source for social revolutions and civic movements;  Inequality of 99% to 1% as a challenge to global economy and social order (by C.Collins)
Topic 4. Quality of Life, Ecology of the Personal Life Course and Social Relations (14 h)
Research of Quality of life: international comparative research programs; Ecology of social relations;  “Quality of life” and “life style”: core differences and research dilemmas; European research of quality of life: core issues and results 

Topic 5. Globalization and European Integration: Challenges for Ukraine (12 h)
Globalization, glocalization, localization. From global challenges of  (post)modernity to variability of  local responses (by the research in: Peter L. Berger and Samuel P. Huntington, eds., Many Globalizations (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002)
European integrations challenges for current societies: “Old Europe”, CEE countries, challenges for Ukraine; Terminology of globalization and European integrations research: concepts’ usage

Topic 6. Sociodynamics of Culture (12 h)
Social differentiation of value systems; Current challenges of the "Clash of civilizations"(S.Hantington); Value maps by the results of World Value Survey - WVS (R.Inglehart); Sociodynamisc of culture: the case of Ukraine
Topic 7. Migration, Refugees and Current Socio-Ethnic Processes (12 h)
Processes of ethnic plurality of societies and challenge of nationalism; Core research issues in study of ethic social processes in European societies: labor migration, ethic ghettos, ethic conflicts; Tolerance and social tension: Ethno-social clashes in Ukraine; Refuges and IDPs in Ukraine, Russia, Europe. Terminology of ethnic issues research: concepts’ usage

Topic 8. Social Risks, Security, Terrorism as a Social Challenge to International Relations and Society (12 h)
Core issues of social risks in current societies. “Society of risk” as a metaphor of (post)modernity; Core dilemmas in providing security: from “open society” to strengthen social control and boarders. The case of the USA before and after September 11, 2001; Terrorism as a new challenge to societies of XXI century. Terrorism research: sociological dimensions; Terminology of issues social risks and security research: concepts’ usage

Module control (18 h)
5.Recommended readings:

1. Sztompka, P. (2010) “One Sociology or many?” Pp.21-28 in The ISA Handbook of Diverse Sociological Traditions, edited by S. Patel. London: SAGE.
2. Beck, U. (2006). Cosmopolitan Vision. Cambridge: Polity Press.
3. Suzan J. Ferguson (2003) Mapping the Social Landscape. Readings in Sociology. 

4. Sztompka, P. (2011) “Another Sociological Utopia,” Contemporary Sociology 40(4): 388-396.
5. George Ritzer (2004) Sociological Theory 

6. Advances  in Sociological Knowledge (2002)ed, Nikolai Genov 

7. The Modern Thought. McMillian Dictionary 

8. Kittel B. A Crazy Methodology? On Limits of macro-Quantitative Social Science Research // International Sociology. - September 2006, Vol. 21(5): 647-677

9. Ragin Ch. How to Lure Analytic Social Science Out of Doldrums. Some lessons from Comparative Research // International Sociology. - September 2006, Vol. 21(5): 633-646

10. Mills M., Bunt G., Bruijn J. Comparative Research. Persistent Problems and Promising Solutions // International Sociology. September 2006, Vol. 21(5): 619-631

11. Gerring J. Single-Outcome Studies. A Methodological Primer // International Sociology. - September 2006, Vol. 21(5): 707-734

12. Social Science Archives in Eastern Europe. Results, potentials and prospects of the Archives Development. (Ed. by B.Hausstein, P.Guchteneire) - EFV. 2002. 236 p. 
13. Tilly J. Means and Ends in Comparison in Macrosociology // Comparative Social Research. Methodological issues in Comparative Social Science. Vol. 16, 1997
14. Comparative Research in the Social Sciences. (Ed.) N.Genov. – Paris-Sofia, 2007. 220 p.

15. Pluralism and the Multiple Forms of Modernity. An Interview with S.N. Eisenstadt // European Journal of Social Theory 7(3): 391–404 [CD]
16. Dahrendorf, R. (2005) Doubts about pluralism. In: E. Ben-Rafael and Y. Sternberg (Eds.) Comparing Modernities. Pluralism versus Homogenity. BRILL Publisher. Pp. 223-229.
17. Inglehart, Ronald and Christian Welzel (2005) Modernization, Cultural Change and Democracy: The Human Development Sequence. Cambridge University Press. Сh. 1, 2, Conclusion.  [CD]
18. Schwartz, S. H. (1994). Beyond Individualism/Collectivism: New cultural dimensions of values. In U. Kim, H.C. Triandis, C. Kagitcibasi, S-C. Choi, & G. Yoon (Eds.), Individualism and collectivism: Theory, method and applications. Newbury Park, CA: Sage. Pp. 85-119. [CD]
19. Boudon R. The Search of Prime Mover: the Ontological Bias // Boudon R. Theories of Social Change. Polity Press, 1986. – pp.121-153.

20. Albrow, Martin (2002). The Global Shift and Its Consequences for Sociology. In: Nikolai Genov (Ed.) Advances in Sociological Knowledge over Half a Century. Paris-ISSC. Pp. 25-45.

21. Beck U. Risk Society. Towards a New Modernity. London: SAGE Publications, 1996.
22. Peter L. Berger and Samuel P. Huntington, eds., Many Globalizations (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002)
23. Clark, Terry Nichols (2002). Changing Visions about the Post-Industrial Society: An Unannounced Paradigm Shift. In: Nikolai Genov (Ed.) Advances in Sociological Knowledge over Half a Century. Paris-ISSC. – Pp. 46 – 83.

24. InterEthnic Integration in Five European Societies (Ed. Nikolai Genov). Berlin: Kramer. 2008.
25. Genov, Nikolai (1999). Managing Transfomations in Eastern Europe. – UNESCO-MOST, Paris; RGD, Sofia. – 138 p.
26. Inglehart R.  Globalization and Postmodern Values // The Washington Quarterly _ Winter 2000 23:1. – pp. 215–228.

27. Blokker P. Post-Communist Modernization, Transition Studies, and Diversity in Europe // European Journal of Social Theory 8(4): 503–525.

28. Domenico Tosini Sociology of Terrorism and Counterterrorism: A Social Science Understanding of Terrorist Threat // Sociology Compass 1/2 (2007): 664–681,
29. Collins C. 99 to 1: How Wealth Inequality Is Wrecking the World and What We Can Do about It. –BK Publisher. - 2012. – pp.59-124
